Frank L. Lewis
October 30, 1924 - May 18, 2022

Francis (Frank) L. Lewis, Ed.D., age 97, of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, passed
away peacefully on Wednesday, May 18, 2022. Frank was born in Okmulgee,
Oklahoma on October 30, 1924. He is preceded in death by his parents, the
late Charles Doris Lewis and Eula Cole Lewis, and his wife of 60 years,
Beverly Johnson Lewis, his brothers Charles (Chuck) Lewis and Wilbur Lewis,
and his sister Rose Elaine Livingston. He is survived by his children, Rebecca
Lewis, Lisa Lewis Jones (Mark), Anna Lewis Rogers (John), and Peter Lewis
(Becky), eight grandsons, Elisha Gentle, Ezra Gentle (Amanda), Ezekiel
Gentle, Jeremiah Gentle, Chris Rogers, William Rogers, Deacon Lewis, and
Cooper Lewis, and one great grandson, Judah Gentle.

Frank grew up in Okmulgee, Oklahoma. He graduated from Okmulgee High
School in 1943. In that same year, as World War Il raged, he enlisted in the
Military. He attended Midshipman training at Notre Dame and Officer Training
school in the V-12 program at Milligan College, Tennessee. He served in the
Navy as a Commissioned Officer in the Pacific Theater, on the LST 1120, until
the conclusion of World War II. After his discharge from active service in June
1946, he served in the Navy Reserves. Impacted by his time in the Navy, he
remained in contact with many of his Navy buddies, attending ship reunions
well into his 70s.

He attended Oklahoma Baptist University (OBU) where he received his
bachelor’s degree. Following his graduation from OBU, he attended



Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Ft. Worth, Texas where he
received a master’s degree in religious education. In 1972, he returned to
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary this time receiving a Doctorate in
Education.

In 1949, Frank began his career in ministry career as Minister of Music and
Youth at Calvary Baptist Church, Dennison, Texas where he served for 10
months before accepting a call to serve as Minister of Music and Education at
Central Baptist Church, Lawton, Oklahoma. In December 1956 he was called
to serve as Pastor of University Baptist Church, Oakland, California where he
served until April 1959, at which point he was appointed by the International
Mission Board, together with his wife, to serve as missionaries to Indonesia.

In his long career he wore many hats. The positions he held the longest
during his 30-year tenure in Indonesia, which were most dear to his heart,
were with the Baptist Theological Seminary in Semarang, Java, Indonesia.
Frank served in various roles, as a Professor, Rector, Minister of all things
music, leading vocal choirs, and handbell choirs, directing dramas, and
mentoring young ministers to serve across Indonesia. He loved the students
that he worked with, staying connected with many through the years. He was
described as “truly loved by the Indonesian people and faithfully gave himself
to serve them in the name of Christ.” He was always a man of grace and
kindness, humble yet tenacious about his faith, admired and respected.

It was his great joy, after his retirement from the International Mission Board,
to join the staff of First Baptist Church (FBC) Okmulgee, his childhood church,
where he served for several years before his second retirement. He loved
music and enjoyed being part of the choir at FBC for years beyond his
“second retirement.”

Frank had an easy smile and a wonderful laugh. He was quick witted and



knew how to create a pun with the best. He was a steadfast presence in the
lives of his family and will be greatly missed.

Viewing will be held on Friday, June 3, 2022, from 12-6PM at McClendon-
Winters Funeral Home, Okmulgee, Oklahoma.

A celebration of Frank’s life will be held the following day, Saturday, June 4th
at 11AM at First Baptist Church Okmulgee, Oklahoma. Interment will follow in
the Okmulgee Cemetery.

Arrangements have been entrusted to the McClendon-Winters Funeral Home
of Okmulgee. Memories, condolences, photos and videos may be shared with
the family on Frank’s Tribute Page of our website at www.mcclendon-winters.c
om



Cemetery Details

Okmulgee Cemetery

2601 S. Wood Drive
Okmulgee, OK 74447

Previous Events
Viewing

JUN 3. 12:00 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)

McClendon-Winters Funeral Home - Okmulgee
303 E. 7th Street

Okmulgee, OK 74447

(918) 756-1677

info@mcclendon-winters.com
https://www.mcclendon-winters.com

Funeral Service

JUN 4. 11:00 AM (CT)

First Baptist Church of Okmulgee
311 W. 5th Street
Okmulgee, OK


mailto:info@mcclendon-winters.com
https://www.mcclendon-winters.com/

Tribute Wall

Frank L. Lewis

December 20, 2022 at 11:29 AM

besides seeing him downtown all the time |
with a smile, remember him from my days

worshipping & lunch bunch cfa good buddy '
times--didn't go to falls creek, tho--robber's “
cave at the time (lol) at the seminole ave.

okmulgee, oklahoma church before i converted to catholicism. great
guy & rip, sir! p.s. prayers up for the sbc folk & all. peace & strength,
ya'll

david miller - May 29, 2022 at 11:11 AM

My condolences to the family on the loss of ]
Mr. Lewis. He was kind enough to come to my

home to officiate mine and my husbands |
wedding 16 years ago this December. It was “
very close to Christmas since my husband

was home on leave from the Air Force and we appreciated him
taking time away from his family during the holidays to
accommodate us. He even came by the day before to offer
marriage counseling.

Dollene Duff - May 27, 2022 at 05:51 PM



| have known Frank Lewis since 1968, when we were colleagues on
the mission field in Indonesia. The entire Lewis family have been
beloved friends of my wife Janie and me for decades. We have
known Frank's and Beverly's four children since they were young
children. Frank was a very dedicated minister. He had a huge heart
for others and was dearly loved by Indonesian Baptist friends over
the years. He was living proof that one did not have to speak the
most fluent bahasa Indonesia (Indonesian language) to connect well
with nationals (Indonesians). He was no doubt one of the most
loved and respected Baptist missionaries through all of his years of
service there.\ because Indonesians knew without a doubt that
Frank cared about them. His language of compassion was flawless!
In that he was a wonderful role model for younger missionaries like
me. His broad smile was genuine, and he was a person without
guile. He will be greatly missed!

Robert Sellers - May 23, 2022 at 06:49 PM



