Wanda Johns
January 21, 1932 - June 29, 2019

Wanda Louise Johns passed from this life to life everlasting in the early morning Saturday
June 29, 2019 at the home of her grandson Darian Johns and his wife Samantha Johns.
She was 87.
Wanda Louise Spurgeon was born on January 21, 1932 in Liberty Morris, OK to Sam
Wiley and Josie Ellen Spurgeon. She was the eldest of three girls, and is survived by her
two sisters Donna Kennedy of Big Spring, TX and Betty Hale of Jenks, OK. She was close
to her sisters, and their bonds remained strong as they became adults and had families of
their own.
The girls attended Liberty Morris Schools where she played 6-on-6 basketball, and her
nickname was “Slim”. Wanda repeated the second grade at the request of her father
because he wanted her to get a better education than he received (which was only up to
the second grade). After graduating from high school she attended Oklahoma A&M, now
known as Oklahoma State University where she had a near death experience in
swimming class.
Wanda married Henry Johns, Jr. on January 20, 1953. They were married on this date so
that they would be the same age (per Wanda’s request). They moved to Fort Leonard
Wood, MO because Henry was stationed there in the Army. He was deployed to Korea
from 1953 to 1955, and during that time Wanda resided there working at a local pharmacy.
Once Henry returned from Korea they made their first home at Windy Acres Farm in
Oktaha, OK. They welcomed their eldest son Michael Henry Johns into their home in
August of 1962 followed by their daughter Sammie Renee (Johns) Tanner in August of
1965. The family lived at Windy Acres Farm until 1968 when Henry accepted a position as
a probation and parole officer in Okmulgee, OK. They relocated their home to Morris, OK
where they would spend the next 51 years of their marriage.
Following the move, Wanda began working at Morris Public Schools from 1970 to 1980.
Initially her role was the “media specialist”, also known as the official copy maker. She

then served as the executive secretary to the principal. She made the decision to run for
office as the Okmulgee County Court Clerk in the summer of 1980. She was elected and
took office in January of 1981 and she served in this role until her retirement in 1992.
Wanda was an active member of Morris First Baptist Church where she taught Sunday
school for many years.
Wanda is survived by husband Henry Johns of Morris, OK, son Mike Johns of Morris, OK
& daughter Renee Tanner (husband Chris) of Nowata, OK; her seven grandchildren Kyle
Tanner-Mennenga, Shelbi Swyden, Chesney Stough, Darian Johns, Ariana Parrott, Tori
Tanner and Tia Tanner and five great grandchildren Jaden Wyrick, Talon Wyrick, Lucien
Tanner-Mennenga and Adalynn Parrott.
She loved spending time with grandchildren, reading, traveling with her family (especially
Ruidoso, NM). She enjoyed playing board games, going to the beauty shop and doing the
daily crossword puzzle in the Tulsa World. Wanda always had a bit of a flare for fashion,
she enjoyed shopping and always looked her best no matter where she went. She was a
beloved wife, mother, grandmother, great grandmother and friend. She will be greatly
missed by all who knew her.
A funeral service for Wanda will be held 10:00 am. Wednesday, July 3, 2019 at the First
Baptist Church of Morris with Brother Dave Kelley officiating. Interment will follow at the
Morris Cemetery. In lieu of flowers the family ask that donations be made to the
Alzheimer's Foundation of America: http://alzfdn.org/support-us/donate/ Arrangements
have been entrusted to the McClendon-Winters Funeral Home of Okmulgee.
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Comments

“

Henry and family,
We are so sorry for the loss of your lovely wife and mother of your children. You are
in our thoughts and prayers.
Paul and Burnell Lay

Burnell Lay - July 19, 2019 at 12:05 AM

“

I got to work in the court clerks office one summer with Mrs. Johns as my supervisor.
She was always so nice and always so gracious. She was and still is a role model on
how to be a real lady. She will be very missed but Heaven gained a very precious
angel.

Regina Payne - July 03, 2019 at 02:00 PM

“

Vonna Lampkins lit a candle in memory of Wanda Johns

Vonna Lampkins - July 02, 2019 at 04:21 PM

“

“

Wanda was always sweet to everyone she met. She will be missed.
Vonna Lampkins - July 02, 2019 at 04:23 PM

Prayers for the family. Wanda always was a joy to be around, a great lady, who was
an encouragement to me. She will be missed.

Robert greenlee - July 02, 2019 at 08:50 AM

“

I worked with Wanda's office from 1982 to 1990 when I was writing for the Okmulgee
Daily Times. I always enjoyed working with her and her employees.

Bob Gibbins - July 02, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Beautiful lady inside and out, sincerest condolences to the family.

Bridget - July 01, 2019 at 11:55 PM

“

Lillie Ratliff lit a candle in memory of Wanda Johns

Lillie Ratliff - July 01, 2019 at 10:36 PM

“

What a wonderful professional lady. She will be missed. Prayers for the family.

Myrna Dixon - July 01, 2019 at 10:22 PM

“

Joan Reynolds lit a candle in memory of Wanda Johns

Joan Reynolds - July 01, 2019 at 02:20 PM

“

Denise Robison lit a candle in memory of Wanda Johns

Denise Robison - June 30, 2019 at 08:13 PM

“

Linda Gray lit a candle in memory of Wanda Johns

Linda Gray - June 30, 2019 at 11:40 AM

“

Sarah Myers lit a candle in memory of Wanda Johns

Sarah Myers - June 30, 2019 at 12:01 AM

“

Will miss you.

Ernest Ledbetter I - June 29, 2019 at 11:18 PM

“

David Miller lit a candle in memory of Wanda Johns

david miller - June 29, 2019 at 08:57 PM

“

Mark Ledbetter lit a candle in memory of Wanda Johns

Mark Ledbetter - June 29, 2019 at 10:36 AM

“

Wanda was the court clerk in Okmulgee County when I moved away from there in
1990. She was a good friend and source for me in my early days as a reporter for the
Okmulgee Daily Times. She's the one who told me about the job opening at the
Tahlequah paper

Bob Gibbins - June 29, 2019 at 10:36 AM

“

So very saddened to hear this... Wanda was such a beautiful person and a true
blessing in my life...Prayers and much love to the John's family

Lisa Schrantz - June 29, 2019 at 10:30 AM

